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he nursery is heading for a

big makeover starting
November 23rd! Due to a
generous donation from Leroy
Stoneking’s family, the nursery
will be remodeled! The remodel
will last 4-6 weeks. During this
time we WILL still provide child
care. The infants will be cared for
in Pastor Greg’s office on Sunday
mornings and the toddlers will be
across the hall in the conference
room. Signs will be posted
directing you to the locations.
Both areas are accessible through
the hall leading to the restrooms.

Since learning of the donation, the
nursery committee has been busy
designing a new layout for the
nursery which will accommodate
the children as well as help
alleviate some of the congestion
the nursery faces in between
service time, when children are
being dropped off and picked up.
We want to emphasize that the
infants will remain separate from
the toddlers. Once completed, the
toddlers will have plenty of space
to play and the infants will be
given their own area towards the
back of the nursery. Parents will
have access to the infants either
thru the front door or from the side
door which is located in the
hallway with the women’s
restroom. The intent is to give the
children an inviting place to play
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as well as give parents a sense of
comfort when dropping off their
children.

With the remodel we are planning
to develop an age-appropriate
curriculum to teach the toddlers
during the ABF/Sunday School
hour. The toddlers in the nursery
love to be read to and love music,
so this is a wonderful opportunity
to begin sharing God’s word with
them. The nursery committee
member designated to be in the
nursery for that week will be
leading the lesson.

We thank you for you patience
and understanding as the nursery
is remodeled and the temporary
locations are utilized! The
committee is very excited for this
project and very thankful for the
donation by the Stonekings.
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Come experience a familiar
story in an unexpected way at
our spontaneous Christmas
pageant. The Christmas story is
very familiar to us. But it was
anything but rehearsed to the
original characters. It was full of
surprises. That's what we expect
at our unrehearsed Christmas
pageant - surprises. Please bring
the family — young and old.
Everyone can have a part! (This
year we will have only one
Christmas Eve service at 5 pm)

f you are looking for a fun and

social New Year's Eve cele-
bration, join us at the church for
family fun and games (7pm-
10pm) followed by a praise and
prayer time to welcome in the
New Year.
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The Newsletter is

ONLINE!
\

e are all bombarded

with emails that we
have no desire or intention
of ever reading. Most of us
have gotten pretty good at
ignoring most of it. On
occasion however there is
something that may grab
your attention. That's
exactly what happened to
me recently.

In the middle of the election
wars | got an email wooing
me to watch a clip from a
new movie. In fact | was
given the opportunity to
view the entire movie online
in 5 mini segments. For
whatever reason | took the
bait. There was a fair
amount of frustration as |
tried to watch the slowly
loading segments but | saw
enough to peak my interest
to purchase the movie for
the church library.

My husband and | watched
the movie together
thoroughly appreciating the
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he newsletter will no

longer be mailed out
after this issue. It is already
available in color online at
gefc.org where you can
subscribe to it and have a
link delivered to your email
inbox as soon as it's posted
each month. There will be
paper copies available at
the Information Center.

Follow these steps to
subscribe:

1) Goto gefc.org

2) Use your mouse and
hover over the words
Stay Connected across
the top of the screen.
This will reveal a drop
down menu.

story line and the sensitivity
of the movie as it handled a
controversial issue. In the
movie, Caleb, a Christian
student attending Patrick
Henry College, is caught in
a moral tug-of-war as he
challenges Roe v. Wade at
the National Moot Court
Championship. At the same
time, the character’s
mother, a feminist attorney,
argues the case at the U.S.
Supreme Court, but on the
opposing side.

Come What May , is a new
pro-life movie. It won the
2008 Redemptive
Storyteller Award from the
Redemptive Storyteller Film
Festival. The movie tells
how Roe v. Wade can be
reversed by the U.S.
Supreme Court in a
dramatic battle of
worldviews.

This micro-budget film was
made by 40 homeschooled
students mentored by a

3) Select Newsletters by
clicking on it.

4) Near the bottom of the
printed screen you will
see the following 3
words printed closely
together at the lower
left: Latest entry
Archive Subscribe

Select Subscribe by
clicking on it with your
mouse.

Follow the instructions
on this page (screen)
to enter your email
address and confirm it
by reentering it again.

In the lower right
corner you will see the
word Subscribe, click
on it.

handful of professionals. It
was produced by Advent
Film Group in association
with  Patrick Henry
College, a true-to-life
powerhouse in collegiate
debate and moot court
competition, whose
students are showcased in
the movie.

It is definitely good stuff. |
encourage you to use this
for an in-home movie night
inviting your small group,
ABF, family or fiends. The
movie is certain to make
you think and should
spark some healthy
dialog. The movie is
available in the church
library or can be
purchased online at
adventfilmgroup.com.
NOTE: This movie
requires a special permit
to be shown to a group in
ANY public setting,
including the church.

You are now
subscribed and can
expect to receive a
link to the newsletter
each month as soon
as it's posted to the
website.

If you have any
trouble contact
Catherine at the office
between 8:30 am and
5:00 pm Monday
through Friday.

If you have any trouble
with this please don't
hesitate to call and we'll
get you fixed up.
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by Teri Walters

ach month when the

Mission Team meets
we spend the first hour
sharing correspondence,
needs, praises and other
information concerning our
wonderful Mission family
and then praying for each
of these things. This month
we'd like to just share with
you what we took before
the throne of God on behalf
of our missionaries, and
hope that you might pray
along with us for each of
them.

Crisis Pregnancy Center —
they were in the midst (Oct.
29-31 and Nov. 3-5) of
training volunteers to serve
the people who come to the
center.

Dan & Beth Cullett — they
planned to be back in the
States about Nov. 1 in
order for Dan to see
doctors about a painful eye
condition he has had for
about a year. They asked
that we pray for their co-
couple back in the village in
Thailand who they had to
leave by themselves. Also,
their oldest daughter,
Rachel, will be staying in
the U.S. as she prepares
for college.

David & Sasha Bliss —
Praise with them that God
has provided a car for them
to use while in the U.S. -
Sasha will be having a c-
section December 1 — pray
that David would find
someone in  Minnesota
(where they are staying
while on furlough) that he
can practice his Polish with
— and they are in need of
additional funds

Our missionaries in Central
Asia — they are working
with  American companies
with the goal of bringing
them to that country to help
with visas — they hoped to
have another church

meeting outside the village
and asked that we pray for
their safety and that some
who have accepted Christ
would stand firm — several
missionary families have
been forced to leave the
country

Clyde & Rebekah Porter —
they are in the States until
January - were at a
missionary conference at
First Free the 2™ week of
November

Gary & Sandy Wittevrongel
— they are meeting with
missionaries with the goal
of encouraging them in
their service — will be
meeting with teams in the
Czek Republic — pray for
ways to multiply what they
are doing

Kyle & Carrie Eipperle —
their flight to Ukraine was
long, with some bumps
along the way, so they
were so thankful that they
had brought along a young
lady to help with the
children — they are seeing
the need to learn Ukrainian
now in addition to Russian

Dave & Patsey Alfors —
please pray for Henry, that
he will seek God as they
share with him

Nate & Ruth Reutter —
please pray for healing in
their lives following the
death of their newborn
daughter — Nate will be a
large part of a crusade in
Brazil and they are asking
God for 6000 people to
come to a saving
knowledge of Him

Camp Good News - there
were 350-plus children in
camp this summer and 50
of them chose to accept
Jesus as their Savior — pray

for the families these
children are returning to —
they are able to minister to
the children of parents who

are in
operating
very low

prison — their
expenses are

Salem Christian School —
they have some critical
financial needs

Earl & Jeanne McBride —
the visa situation has not
been settled yet (they can
only stay in country 3
months, then have to leave
for a period of time — in
hopes that they can return)
— they hope to be in
Geneseo in December,
returning to Ukraine in
January

Bob & Joyce Werntz — Bob
is meeting with 8 leaders of
national churches each
week as they seek to turn
things over to the
Hondurans — He will be
making several trips during
December and January so
need God's protection

There were several of our
Missionary Family that we
didn't hear from this month
but prayed for them as well:
Tom & Phyllis Bassett,
AWANA, Timberlee, Justin
& Lluvia Hoste, Andy & Lea
Ferrier, Prisoners for Christ,
Beth Nelson, Bethany
Brown, Mike & Lori Platt,
Scott Smith

Thank you for praying for
and loving GEFC's
missionary family. You are
helping to “Hold the Ropes”
for them.
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Michael Mauriello

hat do you do for

fun? Why do you do
it? What does it mean to
have fun?

Everybody like to have fun.
We all have different ideas
about what fun is. | think
fun is going out and playing
golf with my family and
friends, going to the beach
and reading on the beach,
playing pick-up games of
football or basketball, or
volley-tennis. | think writing
is fun. | think playing with
my baby girl is fun.

I don't think hunting is fun. |
don't like roller coasters or
amusement parks. | don't
like going to the mall. You
might, and that’s fine. | like
Laser Tag. You might not,
and that’s fine. But, why do
you have fun? Why do you
chose certain things to
have fun? Why do | not like
most TV but love the
movies?

And, why does fun seem to
be at the center of our
culture?

| propose we need a
theology of fun. Yes, that's
right. A theology of fun. |
think it's especially
important in today’s culture,
because we've directly
related fun to worship and
experiencing God. Is this
right, wrong, confusing? |
don't think many of us
know, because | don't think
we're especially intentional
about this aspect of our
lives, and how fun might
relate us to God.

These are just some
preliminary musings, but
here are some hunches |
have. First, | think that
church is about three
essential things; restoration
and rest, education
edification, and mission and
sacrifice. All three are
necessary for maturity, all

three have a dimension of
worship, and all three are
about the new life we have
in Jesus Christ.

And | think that “fun” might
be attached to each one of
these as well.

| went to Merriam Webster,
and it said: “What provides
amusement and enjoyment,
playful or boisterous action
or speech, amusement or
enjoyment.” But, it doesn't
say why we have fun, or
what fun ought to be. I've
thought about that, and |
would like to think some of
my thoughts out loud. First,
I think that fun has the
following components to it.

Fun should be good. It
should reflect the
character of God.

Fun should have a
context a healthy
(though not necessarily
safe) context.

Fun should have either
a good relationship
attached to it (I'm
doing this with
someone) or a self-
edification reason to it
(I'm doing this in
solitude for a special
reason.

Fun should have a
good target or a
goal.

The point of fun seems
to be to relieve stress.
But it should not be an
escape from reality. In
fact, fun should point
us back to truth and
goodness in a way that
helps us to release
stress.

Fun should be
something that
strengthens my regular
routine or should be a

breathing point in my
routine, but doesn’t
destroy it.

Fun should have
multiple emotions
attached to it.

Fun should build us
up towards maturity
and “aliveness”
toward God.

There should be
something worshipful,
creative, imaginative,
or re-creative in fun.

All that said, fun is not the
center of the Christian
experience. | think every
Christian should have fun,
but we don't live for fun.
But, my fear is that as we
wrestle  with cultural
captivity, we have placed
a lot emphasis on fun
rather than maturity. If fun
only provides a
momentary happiness or
rush, and that is at the
center of our Christian
experience, we are in big
trouble. If maturity
produces a vibrant and
lasting joy, we are on to
something. And fun will be
a part of that experience.

Just some initial thoughts.
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t's the end of the year —

time to look back over
all that God has done, all
that He is, all that we can
praise Him for. As we
begin or end each day,
let's focus on one
attribute of our awesome
God and Father, use the
following scriptures, and
JUST PRAISE HIM!

God the Creator —
Neh. 9:6

The Only God - Is.
45:5

The Almighty God —
Ps. 89:8

The Everlasting
Father, the Ancient of
Days —Is. 9:6

A Loving God - 1 Jn.
4:16

A God of Justice —
Ro. 3:26

A Faithful God — Dt.
79

A Merciful
Neh. 9:31

God, My Refuge, My
Fortress — Ps. 62:7

10. A

God -

Patient,
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e are thrilled to

have added many
new titles in all library
categories this vyear.
Consider stopping by the
library and checking out
a book to read over the
holidays.

Remember to use your
Ministry Perks
Membership Card
whenever you shop at
the Family Christian
Bookstore as this helps
us stretch our library

Persevering God — 2
Pet. 3:9

. Eternal, Saving God
—Jude 25

. The Holy One — Rev.
4:8

. A Personal
Mt. 8:11

. A Giving God - Jn.
3:16

. A Provider God — 2
Cor. 9:8

. God, My Shepherd —
Ps. 23:1-3

. God, My Victory — 2
Cor. 2:14

. God, My Peace -
Ro. 16:20

. The God Who Heals
— Ex. 15:26

. The God of Al
Comfort — 2 Cor. 1:3

. The God of Miracles
—Ps. 77:14

God -

. A Forgiving God -
Neh. 9:17

. The Burden Bearer —
Ps. 68:19

. A Faithful God — Lam
3:23

dollars.

The Library staff works
extra hard to be good
stewards of the funds
that the church blesses
us with. We ask you as
consumers of the library
to do the same by
replacing items that you
or your family s
responsible for losing or
damaging. We also
gladly accept cash
donations to the library.

. King of Kings and
Lord of Lords — 1
Tim. 6:15

. God the Liberator —
Ps. 70:5

. The Lifter of My
Head — Ps. 3:3

. God of Light — Dan.
2:22

. God of Joy - Ps.
21:6

. The God Who
Answers Prayer — Is.
65:24

. The God of All the
Earth —Is. 54:5

And then we can't help
but break into singing - -

Lord, You are more
precious than silver.

Lord, You are more
costly than gold.

Lord, You are more
beautiful than diamonds,

And nothing | desire
compares with You.
Song by Lynn DeShazo

copyright 1982
Hosanna! Music

Integrity's

We want to make a
special note of letting you
know that although we
accept used books to the
library we reserve the
right to decide if they will
be shelved. We will do all
that we can to provide a
good home for declined
items. Due to technology
changes we will no
longer be purchasing or
accepting donated VHS
or cassette tapes.
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L adies, please join us
as we honor Amber
Cashman, daughter of
Dave & Faith Cashman,
with a Bridal Shower.

Amber will be getting
married to Steve Remsen
on December 27 and we
want to shower her with
blessings as she begins
a new chapter in her life
as a wife.

he Angel Tree will be

adorned with angels
this year to help provide
for needy family
members  from the
Geneseo Food Pantry
and from GEFC.

The Angels will be
available beginning
December 7 and must be
returned by December
15.

INSTRUCTIONS

Remove an angel
from the tree.

Sign your name to
the bottom of the
angel

IMPORTANT: Tear
the strip with your
name off and place
it in the basket by
the tree

SECURELY tape or
affix the angel to

your pkg.
Return the gift to the
church no later than

Monday, December
15.

If you have questions,

Amber is registered at
Target and Bed, Bath &
Beyond. If you would
prefer to contribute to a
group gift you may do so
via the envelopes located
in each ABF or the
Information Center in the
foyer. Group gift
contributions  will  be
accepted through
Sunday, December 7.
Please make checks

please contact Beth

Dykstra.

Let’s not forget the needs
of our local Food Pantry
as we prepare for the
holidays.

Our Ambassador with the
Food Pantry is Beth
Dykstra and she s
always pleased to
answer any questions
that you may have about
the pantry.

The following items may
be dropped off in the
designated box in the air-
lock inside the front door
at the church or taken
directy to the Food
Pantry at 217 N. Russell.

Food item needs: cake
mix, baking supplies
(especially flour and
sugar), stuffing mix,
hamburger helper,
instant potatoes, canned
corn, canned meats, hot
chocolate mix, chili
powder or seasoning,
and stew seasoning
packets.

Non-food item needs :
ladies’ hygiene products,
dish washing liquid, bar

payable to Martha

Countryman.

There is also space on
the envelopes to note if
you will be attending the
shower. Please do so
ONLY if you will be
attending. Please do not
mark anything other than
your committed intent to
attend.

soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant,
lotion and baby oil for dry
skin, shaving soap,
razors, shampoo,
conditioner, etc.
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E;it your soul down
nd listen - this is
such a busy time of

year that we need to
take time to just sit a

spell. Isa 48:16-18
tells us "Come near
me and listen to this: |
am the Lord your
God, who teaches
you what is best for
you...If only you had
paid attention to my
commands, your
peace would have
been like a river..."

Steve Remsen &
Amber Cashaman

(GL0RYmGOD)
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Missions AM Reading Awana Women'’s Bible | Homeschool
Meeting Connection I 6:25 pm Study Group
: : . : 10:
7:00 pm 10:00 am Ir. High Youth 9 QO am 0:00 am
& 7:00 pm
Group
6:30 pm Worship
Practice
6:30 pm
& 7:15 pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Partners In MOPS hi Homeschool | Bridal Shower
Praver Elder's 9:00 am Worship Group for Amber
7 45yam Meeting Practice 10:00 am Cashman
: 7:00 pm 6A_‘2"’5a”a 6:30 pm 10:00 am
Sr. High Youth <2 pm Worship _
Group 6:00 pm Jr. High Youth Practice Date Night
Group 6:00 am 4:00-8:00 pm
6:30 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Partners In Administrative Nursery Awana Worship Crafting @
Prayer Council Leadership 6:25 pm Practice Mauriello’s
7:45 am Meeting Team Meeting . 6:30 pm 7:00 pm
. . Jr. High Youth 71
Sr. High Youth 7:00 pm 9:00 am Group & 7:15pm
Group 6:00 pm 6:30 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Partners In Christmas Eve | Office Closed
Prayer Service
7:45 am
Sr. High Youth
Group 6:00 pm
Christmas
28 29 30
Prayer Group New Year's
7:45 am Eve
Family Praise
Sr. High Youth & Prayer
Group 6:00 pm 7:00 pm
Sr. High Lock-
in @

Mauriello’s
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