Why are we searching for a Pastor for Children and Family Ministry?  Part I
by Pastor Greg

At our January 2011 Congregational Meeting we voted to begin the search for a full-time Pastor for Children and Family Ministry.  (You can read the Ministry Description at our website – www.gefc.org, click Ministries and then click Children & Family Ministry)
Why are we focusing on “Children and Family”?  
God values Family as the primary place of discipleship!
When a skeptic challenged Jesus on the most important commandment, He quoted a well-known passage which promotes the family as the center of discipleship. Deuteronomy 6:4–9 states, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

This passage implies that parents are the full-time disciplers of their children.  Ephesians 6:4 echoes this sentiment when it says, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

In our modern culture, families have abdicated their role as primary educators to the state and the church.  Certainly, we need professional educators and churches.  But the Lord still holds parents responsible for the spiritual education of their children.  We know that the family is where our values are introduced, ingrained and enforced for better or for worse.  Schools and churches either work with or fight against what is going on at home.  Doesn’t it make sense that a disciplemaking church promote godly family discipleship?
GEFC values Family!
As a church we want to encourage and equip parents to do what God has called them to do: disciple their children.  Our Core Value of Family states: “We are a family-oriented church which tries hard to train God’s people to live effectively in Christian families.  Our children and youth ministries place an emphasis upon growing young people God’s way; yet designed to augment, not compete with, parental responsibilities.  We will provide both ministry opportunities and teaching/learning programs for all members of the family-youngest to oldest as well as those who are unmarried.  In addition, it is our belief that strong, healthy marriages and a commitment to the sanctity of life are additional components of family commitment.”  To fulfill what we say we want to be requires that we focus of the disciplemaking of families.
Geneseo Values Family Children
Driving around Geneseo and reading our local paper reveals that our community takes great interest in our children.  Our school system is the largest employer in the community.  When it comes to investment, our children deserve the finest sports facilities.  Activities for our children surpass the number of hours in a week.  

Yet, with all the emphasis on children, where’s the investment in their families?  It would appear that the primary role of parents in Geneseo is host and chauffeur rather than nurturer and discipler.  By helping to make disciples of families, GEFC can contribute to the health of our community.
Why are we focusing on “Children and Family”?  God values family; we (GEFC) value family; our community values children.  And when we look at the composition of our church family it makes sense that we would emphasize family.  In a January 2011 demographic review of GEFC, we found that 72% of our GEFC family (280/389 individuals) consists of parents and children.  With such a significant segment of our church in the daily grind of family life, shouldn’t we invest in the encouragement and equipping of families?

But why is this a full-time Pastoral position?  Good question.  Let’s look at that next month.
